MARLBOROUGH
Marlborough had his own position in the country and with
the King. But the Queen henceforward pursued Sarah
with keen hostility, and this she soon extended to Sarah's
husband. She blamed Sarah for the estrangement which had
sprung up between herself and her once dearly loved sister.
Repeatedly she urged Anne to remove this obstacle to their
natural affection. Anne, forced to choose between the Queen
and Sarah, made it plain with all the obstinate patience of her
nature that she would stand by her friend, as her friend had
stood by her. This choice, so deliberate and unshakable,
was deeply wounding to her sister. Perhaps all this had as
much to do in the future with Marlborough not getting the
commands to which by rank and capacity he was entitled as
had the exigencies of William's political system or his pro-
clivities for Dutchmen. At any rate, it lay and lurked behind
the daily routine of war and government.
But we cannot convict Sarah of misbehaviour in this
matter. Neither she nor her husband would yield the
interests of the Princess Anne to win the favour of the
new reign. On the lowest ground they looked farther ahead
than that, and on the highest ground they stood by their
patrons. All their moves were made with great good sense,
and in this case with right feeling. They helped the King in
the constitutional settlement; they withstood him when the
interests of the Princess they served were unfairly assailed*
King William was neither the first nor the last statesman to
underrate the Irish danger. He had at first regarded its
existence as a good pretext for obtaining a substantial army
from Parliament, and had neglected Tyrconnel's overtures
for a settlement. By May, when the European campaign
was beginning on all the fronts of France, he found a
serious war on his hands in Ireland. James had arrived
in Ireland, was welcomed as a deliverer, and now reigned
in Dublin, aided by an Irish Parliament and defended by
a Catholic army of a hundred thousand men, of whom
half were organised by French officers and furnished with
French munitions. The Irish army was further sustained